CONNECTION
A Monthly Newsletter to Keep Our Volunteers & Bereaved Connected

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR
We have booked our
Christmas Outing.
Thursday, Dec. 4th.
11:15 AM
A return trip to the
W.A. Gayle Planetarium
to see their
Holiday Program:

‘Tis the Season”

October 2014

THIS MONTH’S CONNECT EVENT

Garrett’s
The Art of Fine Food

7780 Atlanta Highway
October 16, 2014
11:30
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Five little pumpkins sitting on a gate,
The first one said,
"Oh my, it's getting late."
The second one said,
"But we don't care."
The third one said,
"I see witches in the air."
The fourth one said,
"Let's run, and run, and run."
The fifth one said,
"Get ready for some fun."
Then whoosh went the wind,
and out went the lights,
And five little pumpkins rolled out of sight!
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Volunteer News
Volunteers Needed

Volunteers Needed

Saturday, October 11, 2014
9:00 AM to11:00 AM

Last Week in October
To prepare the mailing of the

Location:
The Historical Standard Clubhouse
3503 Narrow Lane Road

2014/15
Sponsorship Opportunities
Packets

Memorial and Celebration of Life Service
Butterfly Release
Volunteers needed for Set-Up
Greet and Assist Guest
and/ or
Provide a tray of Brunch Finger Foods
Let Clara know if you can help!
(Note enclosed Invitation)

MYSTERY COMMUNITY
SERVICE PROJECT

Thursday ,October 23
Details to be
Announced Later

Date and Time
Not Known at this time.
Watch for E-mail or Call
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Candace’s Corner

ANNOUNCING
NEW SUPPORT GROUPS

Grief Share
Grief is a difficult journey and we at Hospice of Montgomery want to offer assistance to
help you navigate through this time. A group setting is an excellent way to gain understanding about your journey and connect with others who may be experiencing similar losses.
This nine week series includes a study guide that is provided at no cost to each participant.

Grief Share Dates: September 3, 2014 – October 29, 2014
Time: 12:00 PM – 1:30 (Lunch will be provided)

Caregiver Connection
Those who have cared for a loved one or friend understand the strain and stress that can
come while providing care. This support group will provide education on stress management and allow caregivers to connect and share with other struggling caregivers.

Caregiver Connection Dates: September 11 – November 20, 2014
Time: 4:30 PM – 6:00 PM (Light snacks will be provided)
LOCATION: FOR BOTH GROUPS:
1111 Holloway Park
Montgomery, AL
For more information or to register please contact Candace Fales, LGSW
at (334) 279-6677or e-mail her at cfales@hospiceofmontgomery.org
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October In-Service Self-Study

PRIVACY PRACTICES
FOR HOSPICE VOLUNTEERS




Secure and prevent anyone from having access to paper/hard copies of patient’s face
sheets and progress notes at all times.



Don’t maintain copies of progress notes after you have turned in the original.



Return the Patients Care Packet, that was given to the volunteer during assignment, back
to the Volunteer Coordinator for proper destruction upon death, revocation, or discharge
of the patient.



Never share a patient’s name, address, or medical information with anyone else.



Only discuss problems or concerns about a patient with the Volunteer Coordinator, the
patients’ case manager or the On-Call nurse.



When communicating patients information to a workforce member be mindful of the
patient’s right to privacy (for example, speaking in a low voice, out of earshot, vs.
shouting down the hall).




Remember that Hospice of Montgomery takes privacy and security of its patient
information seriously. Any concerns should be reported immediately to the Volunteer
Coordinator.
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Tax Deductions for Volunteers
Many of your volunteers may overlook some of the ways the tax law rewards them for their
volunteer work. Of course, they're not volunteering to glean tax deductions, but why not take
advantage of these legal write-offs? So point out to your volunteers the following tax deductions
specifically designed to encourage volunteering.
CHARITABLE DRIVING
Volunteers can deduce expenses they incur for the use of their car while doing charitable work.
These expenses include gas, oil, parking fees, and tolls that are directly attributable to the
charitable driving. Specific repairs triggered by charitable driving are also deductible. However,
volunteers can't deduct the cost of general maintenance and repairs, insurance, or depreciation.
To qualify for car expense charitable deductions, volunteers must keep detailed expense records.
Instead of keeping detailed records, volunteers can use the standard government-approved
mileage rate of 14 cents per mile for charitable driving. On top of this, volunteers can also deduct
parking fees and tolls. Records must still be kept, but they can merely show the charitable
purpose of the driving and how many miles were driven.
OVERNIGHT TRAVEL
If a volunteer travels out of town for charity he or she can take a deduction for unreimbursed travel expenses, including lodging, airfare, and meals. But there's no deduction at all if there's a
"significant" amount of personal pleasure, recreation, or vacation involved in the trip.
SPONSORING A PARTY
If a volunteer sponsors a cocktail or dinner party in order to raise funds for a charity, he or she
can claim a charitable deduction for party-related expenses. However, there's no deduction for
expenses attributable to the benefit the volunteer and his or her family receives at the event. For
example, there's no deduction for the value of food and beverages they consume.
USE OF PROPERTY
If a volunteer gives your organization rent-free use of his or her property, there's no deduction for
the forgone rent. However, the volunteer can deduct out-of-pocket costs associated with your
nonprofit's use, such as utility costs.
The no-deduction rule also extends to the free use of a volunteer's vacation home. In fact, such
usage may trigger adverse tax consequences to the volunteer who rents out his or her vacation
home to others. Reason: The IRS considers the donated use of the vacation home to be personal
use of the home by the donor. Before your volunteer does this, make sure he or she gets tax
advice first.

Development News
HOSPICE OF MONTGOMERY

1111 Holloway Park
Montgomery, AL 36117
Phone: 334-2796677
Fax: 334-277-2223
www.hospiceofmontgomery.org

Sunday November 2
at 2:00 AM

Upcoming Events:
10/11– Memorial Service
Standard Club Grounds
10/11– YPAC Hops for Hospice
Oktoberfest Tailgate
Havana Dreaming

