CONNECTION
A Monthly Newsletter to Keep Our Volunteers & Bereaved Connected
August 2014

THIS MONTH’S CONNECT EVENT

Trip to the W.A. Gayle Planetarium
1010 Forest Avenue
Montgomery, AL
Tuesday, August 26th
Arrive by 10:15 (Leave Hospice @ 10:00)
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Throughout Earth’s violent history, impacts from comets and asteroids have mercilessly
shaped its surface. The ancient barrage continues today, from harmless meteors– those
brilliant streaks in the night sky, to mountain sized boulders wandering perilously close
to Earth. Terrifying and majestic, these invaders from space are capable of utter destruction yet they have delivered life-giving water and most of the organic materials
necessary for life. Life on Earth owes its very existence to these denizens for the solar
system, yet it could all be wiped out in an instant. This ceaseless Firefall is our only
tangible connection to the universe beyond and is an ever-present reminder of our own
humble beginnings in the hostile environment of space.

Cost: $6.50
Reservations Required by Thursday August 24th
Call Clara at 279-6677 or
emailcjehle@hospiceofmontgomery.org)
Sack Lunch and Drink will be provided on-site at 11:30
(In February 2014, the Planetarium installed a new full-color single lens digital system in the
world in February 2014. The world’s first. It projects simulations of the latest information
gathered about our university and presents it with leading-edge digital dome technology.)
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Volunteer Opportunities

August 1

August 13

2 Volunteers needed to help
man our Hospice Booth at
the Alzheimer’s & Caregiver
Conference at Frazer Church

1 Volunteer needed to help
setup and man our booth
at Prattville United Way
Kick-Off Luncheon

(Will also need one person to help
set booth up at 4:00 on July 31)

10:30 — 1:00
Lunch will be provided

Week of August 18
(exact date/time to be determined)

Hosting an Ice Cream Social
at Elmscroft Assisted Living
4 –5 Volunteers Needed
We will email everyone
when we have a date/time

We will have several
mail outs and other
work projects
associated with the
Hospice Home
Capital Campaign
during August
so watch your
email boxes.
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Candace’s Corner
SUMMER IS UPON US
The days are long with light ,

since the sun expresses its
strength at this time. There is
an abundance of daylight, love,
growth, and time. Summer can
feel to some like an ordinary
time—a season for enjoying the
outdoors, planning vacations
and having the kids home on
summer break.

and tenderness. Many people
equate summertime with
peacefulness and quite. But
how can we tend the wounds of
grief in a season whose spirit seems
so opposed to our feelings?

Consider the words found in the

book Readings for Remembrance,
by Hannah Arendt: “However
grieving this time is anything
much we are affected by the things
but ordinary. The glare of the
of the world, however deeply they
sun may feel too harsh and high, may stir and stimulate us…. We
shining on everything that is
humanize what is going on in the
missing. Children’s exuberant
world and in ourselves only by
play may scrape raw nerves.
speaking of it, and in the course
Or the absence of children and
of speaking of it, we learn to be
families - gone on their annual
human.”
vacations - may amplify the
silence to a deafening level.

But for those of us who are

The grieving person carries an

“Hope is like the sun, which as we
often invisible wound. It may
journey toward it, casts the shadow
not be bleeding, requires stitches,
of our burden behind us.”
or prescription medicine, but
- Samuels Smiles
this wound requires attention

I want to hear, share, and support you in your journey through grief.

Please know I am here for you! - Candace Fales
( 334) 279-6677 or email cfales@hospiceofmontgomery.org
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August In-Service: Ethics
In our hospice volunteer training workbook, Pat Carver states “Ethics is about right & wrong,
decision-making, the principles upon which we base our decision & the systems that help us
weigh the consequences of our decision….Ethical dilemmas occur when our choices are not
what we prefer or when we don’t like the choices or options that are available.” So as Hospice
of Montgomery volunteers, why should we consider the meaning of ethics in our various
volunteer roles?
Pat Carver lists some of the primary ethical principles as; Beneficence (to do good), Nonmaleficence (do good while avoiding harm), Autonomy or self-determination (freedom to
make ones own decisions), Veracity (tell the truth), Justice (treating people equally), and Confidentiality (keeping information private). For HOM volunteers, confidentiality may be the
ethical standard that applies to us most often. Patient care volunteers have the responsibility to
not share information about their patient or the patient’s family. Clerical volunteers may be
privy to patient records during shredding or record copying and have the responsibility to keep
all information confidential. All volunteers have the responsibility to report to Clara any ethics
violations they may witness or hear.
We volunteers may not be familiar with some of the behind the scenes application of ethics.
Two ways in which Hospice of Montgomery demonstrates the value it places on ethics are by
having an Ethics Committee and by having a Code of Ethics for Hospice of Montgomery’s
Board of Directors. The Ethics Committee for issues regarding patient/family units or patient
care staff and volunteers is made up of members of the HOM Interdisciplinary Team. For
issues regarding administration, office policy, Board of Directors or administrative staff, a
committee will be appointed by the Chairperson of the Board of Directors.
The Code of Ethics for HOM’s Board of Directors is a detailed set of guidelines accompanied
by a Statement of Commitment to be signed by the Board Member. Ethics is serious business
and everyone associated with HOM is expected to live up to the highest standards of ethics.
Those high standards were recognized in 2010 when the River Region Ethics in Business and
Public Service group honored HOM as a Non-Profit Award Finalist.
So when it comes to ethics in our roles as HOM volunteers, let us reflect on
Martin Luther King’s reminder that “The time is always right to do what is right.”

Submitted by Diane Sams, referencing Pat Carver Media training tools.
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July 16: Road Trip
to Clanton
Lunch at Durbin’s Farms;
then the purchase of
peaches and relaxing in
the rocking chairs.
Then onto Peach Park
for Ice Cream.
Those in attendance
were::
July 1 & 2: Thanks to the volunteers
that prepared and delivered the floral
arrangements to our patients in
celebration of July 4th

Linda and Dave Best,
with grandson, Tiana and
daughter, Connie Mitchell, JoAnne Stewart, Jimmy May, Doris Black-

July 23: Thanks to Meg Burritt for hosting the best Weenie Roast ever!!

Left top: Serving up home-made ice cream is Joanne, Shirley,
Mike, and Caroline
Right top: Brigitte, Doris, Linda and Dave
Left bottom : David, Shirley, Mike and Connie
Right bottom: Our grill master –Jimmy, Larry, Meg, and Cindy
(We had 20 people in attendance)

Development News
HOSPICE OF MONTGOMERY

The River Region United Way Pacesetter
and Agency Campaign Has Kicked Off
1111 Holloway Park
Montgomery, AL 36117
Phone: 334-2796677
Fax: 334-277-2223
www.hospiceofmontgomery.org

On June 26 of this year, the River Region United Way organization
kicked off its 2014 Pacesetter and Agency Campaigns. Pacesetter are
business and organizations that begin their workplace campaigns early
and help “set the pace” for the region-wide campaign. The 42 organizations served by the River Region United Way Agency were also asked to
begin their “workplace giving” campaigns.

GO TO: www..riverregionunitedway.org

FOR MORE INFOMRAIOTN ON THE RIVER
REGION UNITED WAY ORGANIZATION

As one of these organizations, Hospice of Montgomery was pleased to
participate. The staff of Hospice of Montgomery announces that we
completed our campaign and turned in our pledges and donations on
July17th.
We are equally pleased to announce that we met our goal of 100% staff
participation and our giving goal to match or exceed last year’s giving
total.

Go Agency 23 !!!
We now want to encourage our Board of Directors, our Volunteers, our
Vendors, and the many Families that we have served over the years to
match our results. Please give to this year’s campaign and designate
Hospice of Montgomery (Agency #23) with at least part of your gift.

When you give a little, your community gets a lot!
For $1/week ($52) you can buy a video game or provide speech
therapy for a child with autism.
For $2/week ($104) you can buy a cup of coffee everyday for a
month or outfit a homeless mother with four sets of work clothes.
For $4/week ($208) you can have a big night on the town or
deliver hot meals to four homebound seniors every day for a
month.
Your designation to Hospice of Montgomery allows us to provide
hospice services throughout the River Region to the less
fortunate, who are uninsured.

